
 

1 
 

Sherwood Episcopal Church 

Five Sherwood Road  
Cockeysville-Hunt Valley, MD 21030  

 
410-666-2180            sherwoodcockeysville.org  

May 17, 2026  The Seventh Sunday of Easter  
  

PRELUDE   Fugue in D Minor (Organ Sonata 6)          Felix Mendelssohn 

  
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey, Rector 

  

THE WORD OF GOD  

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN     Crown him with many crowns  (vs. 1-3) H494 
  
THE OPENING SENTENCES  BCP pg. 355  
Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
  
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY   
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord.   
Amen.  
  
THE GLORIA Glory to God in the highest S280  
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY   

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.   
Let us pray.    
 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with 
great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but 
send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our 
Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
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Please be seated.   

THE FIRST READING The Acts of the Apostles 1:6-14 
  

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not 
for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they 
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly 
two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken 
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.” 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 
near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the 
city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and 
John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 
brothers. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.    

Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 Said responsively by whole verse  

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 
let those who hate him flee before him. 

2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the 
presence of God. 

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 
let them also be merry and joyful. 
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4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; exalt him who rides upon the 
heavens; * 
YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 

5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 
God in his holy habitation! 

6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into 
freedom; * 
but the rebels shall live in dry places. 

7 O God, when you went forth before your people, * 
when you marched through the wilderness, 

8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 
at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 
you refreshed the land when it was weary. 

10 Your people found their home in it; * 

in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 

33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 
sing praises to the Lord. 

34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 

he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 

35 Ascribe power to God; * 
his majesty is over Israel; 
his strength is in the skies. 

36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! 
*the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! 
Blessed be God! 

 

THE SECOND READING The First Letter of Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among 
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But 
rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also 
be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for 
the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is 
the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
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Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he 
may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares 
for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your 
adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist 
him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in 
all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you 
have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to 
his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 
establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.   

Please stand as you are able.  

 GOSPEL ACCLAIMATION   

 
Cantor: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
Congregation: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Verse (Cantor): Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As 
it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
Congregation: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 17:1-11 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   
Glory to you, Lord Christ.   

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify 
your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him 
authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by 
finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in 
your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the 
world existed. 
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“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept 
your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from 
you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they 
have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they 
have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 
because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I 
have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them 
in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, Lord Christ.    

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.  
 

THE SERMON The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey  
 

Following the sermon, let us pause for a period of silent reflection on God’s holy word.  
 

THE NICENE CREED  BCP pg. 358  
 

Said by all, standing as you are able.  
 

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,   
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.   
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:   
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by the power of the Holy Spirit  
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;   
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen  
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  BCP p. 387 Form III  
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; especially the Anglican 
Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East.  
That we all may be one.  
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;  
That your Name may be glorified by all people.  
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.  
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;  
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
That our works may find favor in your sight.  
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
especially Kevin M., the Leezer family, Steve K., Leslie C., Chloe R., Anne, 
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Dominic D., Butch H., Michael L., Stephanie, Conner, Janice R., Anne K. and 
family, Rich K., Byron, Lisa, Susan F., Mike D, Nancy C.,  Dolly G., Tilda, and 
Orion K., and Liam O’D. 
That they may be delivered from their distress.  
 
Give to the departed eternal rest, especially the Rev. Linda Hollis, Deacon, 
and Henry George Cunninghame in whose loving memory the altar flowers 
are given today by Loretta Cunninghame on his 92nd birthday. Keep their 
families and friends in their prayers.  
Let light perpetual shine upon them.  
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially those celebrating 
birthdays, Timothy P. and anniversaries this week, Ralph and Anne Wismer.   
We give thanks for the marriage of Kaitlyn Fowler and Brian Gilbert. Kaitlin is 
the daughter of David and Carrie Fowler. 
 

The People may add their own petitions.  
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.   
 

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask 
only what accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, 
or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   
 

CONFESSION OF SIN  BCP pg. 360  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.    

Silence may be kept.   

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
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We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.    
 

THE PEACE   
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  
 

The people will greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. Don’t forget to show the 
sign of peace to our friends who are worshiping with us virtually.     
 
Please be seated.   
  

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Loretta Cunninghame in loving 

memory of her husband, Henry Geroge Cunninghame on his 92nd birthday.  

What follows is the Holy Communion, the sacred meal of the Christian faith. The 
Episcopal Church, as do all other denominations rooted in the historic Christian faith, 
affirms that the sacrament of Baptism is the ancient and normative entry point for 
receiving the sacrament of Eucharist, yet no one who comes forward to receive the 
bread and wine at communion is ever turned away from God’s table. Wherever you are 
in your spiritual journey, the Episcopal Church welcomes you, and we invite you to 
explore with us what baptism may mean for you. Want to know more? Please see 
Mother Nancy following the service.   
 
To receive either bread or wine is considered full communion. You may receive the 
bread or a gluten-free wafer; please indicate to the minister your need. To receive the 
wine, please assist the Chalicist by holding the base of the chalice (cup) and guiding it 
to your lips.   
 
If you are not baptized or would prefer not to receive communion for any personal or 
religious reason, you are still invited to come forward at the time of communion to 
receive a blessing from the priest. (Please place your arms across your chest 
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to indicate your desire to receive a blessing.) Above all, remember that all are welcome 
here at Sherwood!   
 

THE OFFERTORY   
 

The people are seated while an offering is collected to support God’s mission here 
at Sherwood Church and in the world. Your contributions of any size make a 
difference. Give online (sherwoodcockeysville.org/give) or if you would prefer, 
mail your contribution to 5 Sherwood Road, Cockeysville, 21030. Thank you! 
   

 PayPal                   
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM   

A Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester L.J. White 
 
O holy Jesus, most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know thee 
more clearly, love thee more dearly, and follow thee more nearly. Amen. 
   
Celebrant: All things come of thee, O Lord.  
People: And of thine own we have given thee.    
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  Eucharistic Prayer A – BCP pg. 367  
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.   
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give him thanks and praise.   

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds   

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth …   

 

https://sherwoodcockeysville.org/give/
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim 
the glory of your Name:   
 

 

SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS Holy, holy, holy                                                 S125  

  
The Celebrant gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ’s passion and 
resurrection and prayers over the bread and wine.   
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:   
 

Celebrant and People   
Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again.   
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By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.    
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP pg. 364   
The Celebrant says   
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   
 

People and Celebrant   
Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy Name,   
thy kingdom come,   
thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,   
as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us, not into temptation,   
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,   
and the power, and the glory,   
forever and ever. Amen.  
  
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD   
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.   
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.   
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
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AGNUS DEI Lamb of God S161  

 

 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.   
 

For those who are not able to be present for communion, please pray the Spiritual 
Communion Prayer while communion is distributed.     
 

A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION   
 

Episcopal Prayer Book for the Armed Forces (1988)    
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the 
Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and 
thanksgiving. We remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; 
we await your coming in glory. And since we cannot receive you today in the 
Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you to come spiritually into our 
hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be 
separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to 
come. Amen.  
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COMMUNION HYMN  Draw us in the Spirit’s tether 
 

 
 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER BCP pg. 365  
 

Let us pray.   

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son,  and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  And 
now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,  to love 
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and 
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.   
 

The Celebrant pronounces a blessing over the people, and the people 
respond, Amen.    
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RECESSIONAL HYMN   Thine be the glory 
 

1. THINE be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won; 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,  
Kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay.  
 
Refrain: Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,  
Endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death has won.  
 
2.  Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb: 
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
Let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,  
For her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting: Refrain 
 
3. No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life: 
Life is nought without thee, aid us in our strife,  
Make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love; 
Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. Refrain 

 

   

THE DISMISSAL   
 

As we go forth into the world, refreshed and renewed, we reaffirm our 
commitment to our mission as a congregation:   

God commands us to enthusiastically cast open our doors to embrace 
all, impacting lives through bold service, no exceptions.   
 

Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.   
 

POSTLUDE Postlude on MACCABEUS 
 

The hymns and service music may be found in the 1982 Hymnal. Those 
worshiping online will find them at https://tinyurl.com/4uxwssu7   
 

  

https://tinyurl.com/4uxwssu7
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Worship Participants  
Celebrant: The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey   
Deacon: The Rev. Rebecca C. Warlow  
Music Director and Organist: Greg Sesek  
Cantor: Cassidy Dixon  
Lectors: David N., Mary D.  
Crucifer: Mason S.  
Acolyte: Greg S..   
Ushers: Jack B., Kevin H.   
AV: Robin R.   
Hospitality: Susan B., Sheila F. and Sharon N  
Altar Guild: Sandy T. Mary D., Bronwyn S. 
   

Lay Participants for May 24th  - Pentecost Sunday 

Lectors: Rob C., Sheila F.  
Crucifer: Greg S.  
Acolyte: Greg S..   
Ushers: Karyn G., Sandy T.   
AV: John L.   
Hospitality: Stephanie E.  
Altar Guild: Sandy T. Mary D., Bronwyn S. 
  

A very special welcome to visitors and newcomers! Thank you for joining 
us for worship. If you are seeking a church home and are interested in 
learning more about Sherwood Church, or if you would like to receive 
weekly emails and announcements from our parish, please contact us at 
sherwoodparish@gmail.com. Please be sure to check out our Facebook page 
for updates and remember to subscribe to our YouTube channel.   
  

Please remember those with ongoing needs: Shannon T., Joyce, Christine, 
Kendall, Sarah, Gail, Steve W., Michelle, Danny, Debbie R., Marian, John M., Paige, 
Marissa, Frances T., David D., Hannah, Jessica, Don M., Andrea, Peggy, Angelina, 

Leslie, Bob O., Rosalie J., Don S., and the people of Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, and all 
impacted by the war with Iran.  
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This Week @ Sherwood 
 

Sunday  
Sunday Worship, Holy Eucharist Rite II, 10 am 

Acts of the Apostles Bible Study following worship 
Casa de Oración Hossana, 4-6 pm 

Clergy Conference, Sunday, May 17 – Tuesday, May 19 
 

Tuesday 
Acts of the Apostles Bible Study, Zoom, 6 pm 

 

Tuesday -Thursday  
Amber Poole, Parish Administrator’s, Office Hours, 10 - 3 at Faith Lutheran   

  
Wednesday  

Mother Nancy’s Office Hours, 10 am - 3 pm   
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
A Gentle Reminder: 
Please help us keep the first several parking spaces near the handicap 
entrance to the church wing available for those with mobility challenges. 
Additional handicap signs will be installed soon. Thank you for your 
kindness and cooperation. 
 
Acts of the Apostles Bible Study Resumes: 
Please join Deacon Rebecca today for the third session on the Acts of the 
Apostles. All are welcome, even if you didn’t attend a previous session. You 
may also join on Tuesday, May 19 at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom for a repeat of this 
Sunday’s discussion. 
 
Grant Writers in Our Midst? 
The Clean Water team is looking for volunteers who can help with writing 
grants to obtain funds for Phase III – Green Care of our Clean Water Project. If 
you or someone you know may be interested in providing their expertise, 
please speak to Mother Nancy  
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2026 Clergy Conference:  
Mother Nancy and Deacon Rebecca will be attending Clergy Conference at 
the Claggett Center in Buckeystown, MD. The conference begins this evening, 
May 17 thru Tuesday noon, May 19. Mother Nancy will still be available for 
pastoral emergencies. 
 
An Afternoon at the Operetta! 
Our cantor, Cassidy Dixon, is appearing in the Young Vic Theatre’s 
production of Iolanthe, a Gilbert & Sullivan operetta, at Gilman School. 
Mother Nancy and Greg Sesek will be attending the 3 pm on Sunday, July 12. 
If you are interested in joining them, please speak to Mother Nancy 
or Greg. Buy your tickets here and enter the code DICA for 20% off! 
https://www.yvtc.org/ 
 
Reparations Grants Awards Ceremony: 
On Saturday, May 30 at 3:00 PM join in celebrating this year’s Reparations 
Grant Recipients at the Cathedral of the Incarnation. Meet the recipients and 
hear their amazing stories of ministry. There will be a brief reception 
following the ceremony. If you would like to attend, go to the Episcopal 
Diocese of Maryland webpage (episcopalmaryland.org) to register. 
 
Baltimore PRIDE Parade, Interested in Participating? 
June 13 is Baltimore PRIDE and each year the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland 
and St. Paul’s, Baltimore invite congregations to join in the celebration. 
Interested? Go to the Episcopal Diocese website to register. Sherwood 
participants are welcome to carry the Sherwood banner, see Mother Nancy if 
interested.  

https://www.yvtc.org/
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Sherwood Episcopal Church  

Five Sherwood Road  
Parish office located at Faith Lutheran across Sherwood Road   

Cockeysville, MD 21030    
410-666-2180    

sherwoodcockeysville.org  
 

Sunday Worship at 10 am     
Services are recorded and/or photographed  

 
Parish Office Hours:     

Closed Monday; Tuesday - Thursday 10 am-3 pm or by appointment  
 

Parish Staff:    
Rector: The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey – sherwoodrector@gmail.com    

Deacon: The Rev. Rebecca C. Warlow – deaconrebeccawarlow@gmail.com  
Music Director and Organist: Greg Sesek – gregsesek@gmail.com  

Parish Administrator: Amber Poole – sherwoodparish@gmail.com   
  

The Vestry of Sherwood Episcopal Church  
Senior Warden: Joyce Mann – joymann3@hotmail.com  

Junior Wardens: Stephanie Everts and Greg Szymaszek -
 sheverts@gmail.com  and gregszymaszek@gmail.com   
Treasurer: Charles Roebuck – charles@hgroebuck.com  

Assistant to the Treasurer: Robin Rouleau – robin.rouleau@gmail.com  
Registrar: Mary Doyle - mdoyle6@jhu.edu   

Members: Robert Catlin, Mary Doyle,  Sheila Fitzgerald, Mary O’Connell, 
Charles Roebuck  

  
Ministry Contacts  

Altar Guild and Worship: Sandy Thompson – agthompson1@verizon.net  
Cemetery Perpetual Care: Jack Turnbull – jbul547@gmail.com  

Healing Ministry: Jane Turnbull – turnbull26@gmail.com  
Hospitality Coordinators - Sheila Hood, Judy Lorenz  

 sherwoodparish@gmail.com  
Outreach: Joyce Mann – joymann3@hotmail.com  
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