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Sherwood Episcopal Church  

Five Sherwood Road  
Cockeysville-Hunt Valley, MD 21030  

 
410-666-2180            sherwoodcockeysville.org  

April 26, 2026, 10 am  The Fourth Sunday of Easter  
  

PRELUDE    In green pastures           Harold Darke 

  
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey, Rector 

  

THE WORD OF GOD  

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN  At the Lamb’s high feast we sing H174  
  
THE OPENING SENTENCES BCP pg. 355  
Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
  
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY   
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord.   
Amen.  
  
THE GLORIA Glory to God in the Highest S280  
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY   

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.   
Let us pray.    
 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that 
when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and 
follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.   
 

Please be seated.   
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THE FIRST READING            The Acts of the Apostles 2:42-47 
  

Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being 
done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in 
common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with 
glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the 
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were 
being saved.  
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.    
 

PSALM  23                 Said responsively by whole verse  

1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 

 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; *for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
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THE SECOND READING            The First Letter of Peter 2:19-25 

It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while 
suffering unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, 
what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, 
you have God's approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow 
in his steps. 

“He committed no sin, 
and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
 

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did 
not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He 
himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we 
might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For 
you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the 
shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.   

Please stand as you are able.  

 

 GOSPEL ACCLAIMATION   

  
 
Cantor: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.   
Congregation: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
Cantor:  I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my sheep, and mine 
know me. 
Congregation: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                   John 10:1-10 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   
Glory to you, Lord Christ.   

 

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 
The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls 
his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all 
his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they 
know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from 
him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this 
figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was 
saying to them. 

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did 
not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and 
will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, Lord Christ.   
  

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.  
 

THE SERMON The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey  
 

Following the sermon, let us pause for a period of silent reflection on God’s holy 
word.  
 

THE NICENE CREED  BCP pg. 358  
 

Said by all, standing as you are able.  
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We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,   
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.   
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:   
by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;   
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen  
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  BCP p. 387 Form III  
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; especially the Anglican 
Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East.  
That we all may be one.  
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Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;  
That your Name may be glorified by all people.  
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.  
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;  
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.  
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
That our works may find favor in your sight.  
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or 
trouble; especially Kevin M., Bill, the Leezer family, Steve K., Leslie C., Chloe 
R., Rosalie J., Anne, Dominic D., Butch H., Michael L., Stephanie, Conner, 
Janice R., Anne K. and family, Don S., Rich K., Amy, Byron and Lisa.  
That they may be delivered from their distress.  
 

Give to the departed eternal rest, especially Ruth Ambrose and the children 
who lost their lives in Louisiana. Keep their families and friends in their 
prayers.  
Let light perpetual shine upon them.  
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially those celebrating 
birthdays, Crosby L. and anniversaries this week.   
 

The People may add their own petitions.  
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.   
 

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask 
only what accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, 
or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   
 

CONFESSION OF SIN  BCP pg. 360  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.    

Silence may be kept.   
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Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.    
 

THE PEACE   
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  
 

The people will greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. Don’t forget to show the 
sign of peace to our friends who are worshiping with us virtually.     
 
Please be seated.   
  

THE HOLY COMMUNION   

What follows is the Holy Communion, the sacred meal of the Christian faith. 
The Episcopal Church, as do all other denominations rooted in the historic 
Christian faith, affirms that the sacrament of Baptism is the ancient and 
normative entry point for receiving the sacrament of Eucharist, yet no one 
who comes forward to receive the bread and wine at communion is ever 
turned away from God’s table. Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, 
the Episcopal Church welcomes you, and we invite you to explore with us 
what baptism may mean for you. Want to know more? Please see Mother 
Nancy following the service.   
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To receive either bread or wine is considered full communion. You may 
receive the bread or a gluten-free wafer; please indicate to the minister your 
need. To receive the wine, please assist the Chalicist by holding the base of the 
chalice (cup) and guiding it to your lips.   
 
If you are not baptized or would prefer not to receive communion for any 
personal or religious reason, you are still invited to come forward at the time 
of communion to receive a blessing from the priest. (Please place your arms 
across your chest to indicate your desire to receive a blessing.) Above all, 
remember that all are welcome here at Sherwood!   
 

THE OFFERTORY   
 

The people are seated while an offering is collected to support God’s mission here 
at Sherwood Church and in the world. Your contributions of any size make a 
difference. Give online (sherwoodcockeysville.org/give) or if you would prefer, 
mail your contribution to 5 Sherwood Road, Cockeysville, 21030. Thank you!   

 PayPal                                           
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM   

Since by man came death (Messiah)  George Frideric Handel 

 
Since by man came death, since by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
   
Celebrant: All things come of thee, O Lord.  
People: And of thine own we have given thee.    
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING             Eucharistic Prayer A – BCP pg. 367  
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.   
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord.   

https://sherwoodcockeysville.org/give/
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give him thanks and praise.   

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds   

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth …   

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim 
the glory of your Name:   
  
SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS Holy, holy, holy S125  

  
The Celebrant gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ’s passion and 
resurrection and prayers over the bread and wine.   
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:   
 

Celebrant and People   
Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again.   
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.    
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP pg. 364   
 

The Celebrant says   
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   
 

People and Celebrant   
Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy Name,   
thy kingdom come,   
thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,   
as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us, not into temptation,   
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,   
and the power, and the glory,   
forever and ever. Amen.  
  
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD   
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.   
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.   
Therefore let us keep the feast.   Alleluia.  
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AGNUS DEI Lamb of God S161  

  
 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.   
 

For those who are not able to be present for communion, please pray the Spiritual 
Communion Prayer while communion is distributed.     
 

A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION   
 

Episcopal Prayer Book for the Armed Forces (1988)    
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the 
Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and 
thanksgiving. We remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; 
we await your coming in glory. And since we cannot receive you today in the 
Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you to come spiritually into our 
hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be 
separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to 
come. Amen.  
 
COMMUNION HYMN  The King of love my shepherd is  H645 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER               BCP pg. 365  
 

Let us pray.   

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son,  and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  And 
now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,  to love 
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and 
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.   
  
The Celebrant pronounces a blessing over the people, and the people 
respond, Amen.    
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN   Jesus lives! thy terrors now   H194 

   

THE DISMISSAL   
 

As we go forth into the world, refreshed and renewed, we reaffirm our 
commitment to our mission as a congregation:   

God commands us to enthusiastically cast open our doors to embrace 
all, impacting lives through bold service, no exceptions.   
 

Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.   
 

POSTLUDE    Finale in D Minor             Eric Thiman 
 

The hymns and service music may be found in the 1982 Hymnal. Those 
worshiping online will find them at https://tinyurl.com/4uxwssu7   
 

Worship Participants  
Celebrant: The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey   
Deacon: The Rev. Rebecca C. Warlow  
Music Director and Organist: Greg Sesek  
Cantor: Cassidy Dixon  
Lectors: Bronwyn S., Mary D.  
Crucifer: Charlie L.  
 

https://tinyurl.com/4uxwssu7
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Acolyte: Kevin H.   
Ushers: Jack T., Jane T.  
AV: John L.  
Hospitality: Bobbie L.  
Altar Guild: Sandy T.   
   

Lay Participants for Sunday, May 3  
To Be Determined  
  

A very special welcome to visitors and newcomers! Thank you for joining 
us for worship. If you are seeking a church home and are interested in 
learning more about Sherwood Church, or if you would like to receive 
weekly emails and announcements from our parish, please contact us at 
sherwoodparish@gmail.com. Please be sure to check out our Facebook page 
for updates and remember to subscribe to our YouTube channel.   
  

Please remember those with ongoing needs: Shannon T., Joyce, Christine, 
Kendall, Sarah, Gail, Steve W., Michelle, Danny, Debbie R., Marian, John M., Paige, 
Marissa, Frances T., David D., Hannah, Jessica, Don M., Andrea, Peggy, Angelina, 
Leslie, Bob O., and the people of Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, and all impacted by the war 
with Iran.  
 

This Week @ Sherwood 

Sunday  
Sunday Worship, Holy Eucharist Rite II, 10 am 

Acts of the Apostles Bible Study following worship 
Cemetery Perpetual Meeting following worship 

Casa de Oración Hossana, 2-4 pm 
 

Tuesday 
Acts of the Apostles Bible Study, Zoom, 6 pm 

 

Tuesday -Thursday  
Amber Poole, Parish Administrator’s, Office Hours, 10 - 3 at Faith Lutheran   

  
Wednesday  

Mother Nancy’s Office Hours, 10 am - 3 pm   
 

Saturday 
Pre-marital Meeting, 9 am, Yates and Smith  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
Evangelism with Integrity: 
Last Saturday Whitney Rice, Canon for Evangelism and Discipleship 
Development with the Diocese of Missouri, led members of Holy Nativity and 
Sherwood in a meaningful exploration of Evangelism with Integrity. Do not 
hesitate to ask Rob Catlin, Stephanie Everts, Joyce Mann, David Nichols, and 
Mary O’Connell about their experience. We will be hearing more about 
Evangelism with Integrity in the months to come! 
 
Acts of the Apostles Study Starts Today!  
Experience the journey of the early church in a four-session class on the Acts 
of the Apostles that delves into the transformative events following Jesus’ 
resurrection. Together, we’ll examine the appearances of Jesus in Luke 24, 
how the Church developed in the years immediately after the Resurrection, 
look at the life of St. Peter, and discuss the Holy Spirit and the Church. Join 
us this Easter season and deepen your understanding of how the Acts of the 
Apostles continue to shape faith and community today. 
 
Sunday April 26 and Tuesday, April 28 our topic is From Jesus’ Resurrection 

to Pentecost 

• St. Luke the author of the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles 

 Who was he? 

 About his Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles 

• Post resurrection messages of Jesus in Luke 24 

• Matthias chosen to replace Judas 

• The coming of the Holy Spirit 

 
In person April 26, May 3, May 17, and May 31 following the 10 am service 
and on Zoom Tuesdays, April 28, May 5, May 19, and May 26 at 6 pm. Sign 
up at church on Sunday or by emailing the office at 
sherwoodparish@gmail.com The Zoom link will be sent out by email on 
Monday, April 27. 
 
 
 

mailto:sherwoodparish@gmail.com
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Celebrating Sherwood’s 200th Anniversary  
We’re beginning preparations for Sherwood’s 200th anniversary celebration 
in 2030 and are looking for community members who would like to be 
involved in the planning process.  While there are differing views on when 
Sherwood “officially” began, we will honor the date established by those 
before us—1830.  If you’re interested in helping plan this important milestone, 
please speak with Mother Nancy. 
 
A Few Gently Used Wheelbarrows Needed: 
Do you have a gently used wheelbarrow that you would like to donate to 
Sherwood’s Clean Water Project? Thanks to the generosity of The Davey Tree 
Expert Company we have a big pile of wood chips that we will use for the 
pathways of our Clean Water Project. We need wheelbarrows to transport 
wood chips, dirt, stones, weeds, and plants throughout the church property. 
 
Let’s Spread Some Wood Chips! 
Join us at Sherwood on May 16 from 9 am - 11 am to help distribute the wood 
chips throughout the Clean Water Project. Come for all or part of the time and 
invite a friend or two. Many hands make light work! RSVP to Amber at 
sherwoodparish@gmail.com. 
 
 

Hospitality Co-Leader Needed: 
We are looking for another co-leader for our Hospitality Ministry. Join Judy 
Lorenz and Sheila Hood and help to coordinate our hospitality hour. No 
cooking required! See Mother Nancy if you are interested.   

mailto:sherwoodparish@gmail.com
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Sherwood Episcopal Church  

Five Sherwood Road  
Parish office located at Faith Lutheran across Sherwood Road   

Cockeysville, MD 21030    
410-666-2180    

sherwoodcockeysville.org  
 

Sunday Worship at 10 am     
Services are recorded and/or photographed  

 
Parish Office Hours:     

Closed Monday; Tuesday - Thursday 10 am-3 pm or by appointment  
 

Parish Staff:    
Rector: The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey – sherwoodrector@gmail.com    

Deacon: The Rev. Rebecca C. Warlow – deaconrebeccawarlow@gmail.com  
Music Director and Organist: Greg Sesek – gregsesek@gmail.com  

Parish Administrator: Amber Poole – sherwoodparish@gmail.com   
  

The Vestry of Sherwood Episcopal Church  
Senior Warden: Joyce Mann – joymann3@hotmail.com  

Junior Wardens: Stephanie Everts and Greg Szymaszek -
 sheverts@gmail.com  and gregszymaszek@gmail.com   
Treasurer: Charles Roebuck – charles@hgroebuck.com  

Assistant to the Treasurer: Robin Rouleau – robin.rouleau@gmail.com  
Registrar: Mary Doyle - mdoyle6@jhu.edu   

Members: Robert Catlin, Mary Doyle, Sheila Fitzpatrick, Mary O’Connell  
  

Ministry Contacts  
Altar Guild and Worship: Sandy Thompson – agthompson1@verizon.net  

Cemetery Perpetual Care: Jack Turnbull – jbul547@gmail.com  
Healing Ministry: Jane Turnbull – turnbull26@gmail.com  

Hospitality Coordinators: Sheila Hood, Judy Lorenz  
 sherwoodparish@gmail.com  

Outreach: Joyce Mann – joymann3@hotmail.com  
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