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410- 666-2180                                                                                                          
sherwoodcockeysville.org 

December 15, 2024               10 am   
Third Sunday in Advent                        Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Prelude           Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland (BWV 659) -  J.S. Bach
             
Welcome and Announcements                        The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey, Rector 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES  

As someone lights the three candles, another prays: 
God of Love, who lives as the mysterious relationship of the Trinity: Give us the 
grace to welcome all into a living relationship with the body of Christ, that the 
light of your gospel of love may continue to shine bright on earth as it is in 
heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Love will enlighten the nations. 
Thanks be to God.                 By Michael Christian Sturdy  

Sherwood Episcopal Church 
Five Sherwood Road  

Cockeysville-Hunt Valley, MD 21030 
 



Please stand as you are able                

PROCESSIONAL HYMN – 76           On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 
2 Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 
make straight the way for God within, 
and let each heart prepare a home 
where such a mighty guest may come. 
 
3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge, and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away 
like flowers that wither and decay. 
 

4 To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 
and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth, and let thy light restore 
earth’s own true loveliness once more. 
 
5 All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 
whose advent doth thy people free; 
whom with the Father we adore 
and Holy Spirit evermore. 

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry, #76 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749); tr. Charles Winfred 
Douglas (1867-1944), after John Chandler (1806-1876); alt. Music: Winchester New, melody from Musicalishes Hand-Buch, 
1690; harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889), alt.

 
THE OPENING SENTENCES                                                                         BCP pg. 355  

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom now and for ever. Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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KYRIE – S96                                                                   Deutsche Messe - Franz Schubert 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we 
are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help 
and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

THE FIRST READING                         Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has 
turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall 
fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; 
do not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior 
who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his 
love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove 
disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your 
oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will 
change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring 
you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and 
praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes 
before your eyes, says the Lord. 
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The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

CANTICLE 9                            Said responsively by whole verse  

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
and he will be my Savior. 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
from the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, * 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
and this is known in all the world. 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

THE SECOND READING                           Philippians 4:4-7 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAIMATION – 56 (v. 1 & 4)                 O come, O come, Emmanuel 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 

4 O come, thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 
free them from Satan’s tyranny 
that trust thy mighty power to save, 
and give them victory o’er the grave. 

 
Refrain 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, #56 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Latin, ca. 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt. Copyright © The 
Church Pension Fund. Music: Veni, veni, Emmanuel, plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale, 15th cent.; adapt. Thomas Helmore 
(1811-1890); acc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937). 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                        Luke 3:7-18 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. 
Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the 
ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 
is cut down and thrown into the fire.” And the crowds asked him, “What then 
should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with 
anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors 
came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said 
to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked 
him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from 
anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” As the 
people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to 
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.” So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
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The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher. 
 

THE SERMON                                                             The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey  

Following the sermon, let us pause for a period of silent reflection on God’s holy word.  

THE NICENE CREED                                                                                 BCP pg. 358 

Said by all, standing as you are able.                                                         

We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
         he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – Form III                    BCP pg. 387 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations 
of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

We especially pray for those on our parish prayer list: Mark+, Peggy, Jim, 
Kristopher+, Rich, and Suzanne and her family. 

We give thanks the blessings of this life, including for those celebrating birthdays, 
as well as anniversaries. 

Give to the departed eternal rest.  
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
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We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

A period of silence follows after which the Celebrant concludes with the following prayer 

Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant 
that we may obtain effectually, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

CONFESSION OF SIN                                                                                    BCP pg. 360                                                                             

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen.  

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  

The people will greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. Don’t forget to show the sign 
of peace to our friends who are worshiping with us virtually.   
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Please be seated. 

Your contributions of any size make a huge difference. Give online 
(sherwoodcockeysville.org/give) or if you would prefer, mail your contribution to 5 
Sherwood Road, Cockeysville, 21030. Thank you!  

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

What follows is the Holy Communion, the sacred meal of the Christian faith. The Episcopal 
Church, as do all other denominations rooted in the historic Christian faith, affirms that the 
sacrament of Baptism is the ancient and normative entry point for receiving the sacrament of 
Eucharist, yet no one who comes forward to receive the bread and wine at communion is ever 
turned away from God’s table. Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, the Episcopal Church 
welcomes you, and we invite you to explore with us what baptism may mean for you. Want to 
know more? Please see Mother Nancy following the service. To receive either bread or wine is 
considered full communion. You may receive the bread or a gluten-free wafer; please indicate to 
the minister your need. To receive the wine, please assist the Chalicist by holding the base of the 
chalice (cup) and guiding it to your lips. If you are not baptized or would prefer not to receive 
communion for any personal or religious reason, you are still invited to come forward at the time of 
communion to receive a blessing from the priest. (Please place your arms across your chest to 
indicate your desire to receive a blessing.) Above all, remember that all are welcome here at 
Sherwood! 

THE OFFERTORY  

The people are seated while an offering is collected to support God’s mission here at 
Sherwood Church and in the world. 

                                                 

Your contributions of any size make a difference. Give online 
(sherwoodcockeysville.org/give) or if you would prefer, mail your contribution to 5 
Sherwood Road, Cockeysville, 21030. Thank you!

 
 

 
 PayPal     

 This QR code will 
take you to Sherwood’s 
website where you may 
access your Vanco 
Give+ account. 

https://sherwoodcockeysville.org/give/
https://sherwoodcockeysville.org/give/
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM                           Adam lay ybounden - Peter Warlock 

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond, 
Four thousand winter thought he not too long; 
And all was for an apple, and apple that he took, 
As clerkes finden written in their book. 
Ne had the apple taken been, the apple taken been, 
Ne had never Our Lady ybeen heavene Queen. 
Blessed be the time that apple taken was: 
Therfore we moun singen: Deo Gratias. 

Please stand as you are able. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                             Eucharistic Prayer B – BCP pg. 367  

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS – S130        Deutsche Messe - Franz Schubert 
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The Celebrant gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ’s passion and 
resurrection and prayers over the bread and wine. 

Therefore according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                             BCP pg. 364 

The Celebrant says 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
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And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us, not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

AGNUS DEI – S164        Deutsche Messe - Franz Schubert 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant offers an invitation to Holy Communion. For those who 
are not able to be present for communion, please pray the Spiritual Communion Prayer 
while communion is distributed.   

A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Episcopal Prayer Book for the Armed Forces (1988): In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at 
every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you 
praise and thanksgiving. We remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we 
await your coming in glory. And since we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and 
Blood, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, 
Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and 
in the life to come. Amen.  
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COMMUNION HYMN - 640                     Watchman, tell us of the night 

1 Watchman, tell us of the night, 
what its signs of promise are. 
Traveler, o’er yon mountain’s height, 
see that glory-beaming star. 
Watchman, does its beauteous ray 
aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 
promised day of Israel. 
 
2 Watchman, tell us of the night; 
higher yet that star ascends. 
Traveler, blessedness and light, 
peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
gild the spot that gave them birth? 
Traveler, ages are its own; 
see, it bursts o’er all the earth. 
 
3 Watchman, tell us of the night, 
for the morning seems to dawn. 
Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
doubt and terror are withdrawn. 
Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
hie thee to thy quiet home. 
Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
lo! the Son of God is come! 

 

Watchman, tell us of the night, #640 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: John Bowring (1792-1872). Music: Aberystwyth, Joseph 
Parry (1841-1903). 

 POST COMMUNION PRAYER                          BCP pg. 366                                                                     

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do,           
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Celebrant pronounces a blessing over the people, and the people respond, Amen.  

RECESSIONAL HYMN                   Herald! Sound the note of judgement 

THE DISMISSAL 

As we go forth into the world, refreshed and renewed, we reaffirm our 
commitment to our mission as a congregation: 

God commands us to enthusiastically cast open our doors to embrace all, 
impacting lives through bold service, no exceptions. 

Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude             



18 

 

************************* 
Don’t forget to return your name tag  

to the file box at the back of the church. 

************************** 
 

Worship Participants 

Lectors: Bronwyn Strong, Dylan Strong 
Acolyte: Greg Szymaszek 
Ushers: Karyn Galetto, Cindy Haraughty 
Broadcast Engineer: Mason Strong 
Altar Guild: Susan Boucher, Mary Doyle, Joyce Mann  
Hospitality: Stephanie Everts 
 
Lay Participants for Sunday, December 22 

Lectors: Carrie Fowler, Loretta Cunninghame 
Acolyte: Dylan Barrett 
Ushers: Kathleen Stewart, Sandy Thompson 
Broadcast Engineer: Robin Rouleau 
Altar Guild: Susan Boucher, Mary Doyle, Joyce Mann  
Hospitality: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 
A very special welcome to visitors and newcomers! Thank you for joining us 
for worship. If you are seeking a church home and are interested in learning 
more about Sherwood Church, or if you would like to receive weekly emails 
and announcements from our parish, please contact Carey Mednick at 
sherwoodparish@gmail.com. Please be sure to check out our Facebook page for 
updates and remember to subscribe to our YouTube channel.  

 
Please remember those on our parish prayer list with ongoing needs: 
Shannon T., Sally, Shannon, Joyce, Christine, Kendall, Sarah, Gail, Steve W., Michelle, 
Danny, Debbie R., Marian, John M., Paige, Marissa, Frances T., David D., Hannah, Jessica, 
Ruth, Don M., Joe, Andrea, Joe & Maria, and the people of Ukraine, Israel, and Gaza 
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This Week @ Sherwood 

Sunday 
Laure Covert Immigration Presentation, 11:30 am 

Casa de Oración Hossana, 4-6 pm 
 

Monday 
Office Closed 

 
Tuesday 

UCAN Board Meeting, 1 pm, Mother Nancy 
Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Volunteer Event, 5 pm, Mother Nancy 

Wednesday 
Mother Nancy’s Office Hours  

10 am-3 pm 

Carey Mednick on vacation 12/20-12/26 
 

Christmas Eve Service @ 5 pm 
Christmas Day Service @ 10 am 

Christmas Lessons & Carols December 29 @ 10 am 

Immigration Presentation Today: 
Parishioner Laure Covert will share with us the work she does at World Relief, a 
Christian humanitarian non-profit that is one of the 10 in the US tasked with 
resettling refugees under the Federal Refugee Resettlement Program. Join us after 
worship this Sunday and learn more about this program, the work that is being  
done to welcome immigrants to Baltimore County and how the Sherwood 
community may want to partner with World Relief. 
 
Thank you, Greg Szymaszek! 
As you come up for communion this Sunday look at the altar riser and 
surrounding hardwood above the steps! Greg lovingly restored, oiled, and 
revarnished the wood. Thank you, Greg for sharing your carpentry skills with 
your Sherwood community. 
 
Broadcast Engineers Wanted: 
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Would you like to join the elite team of Broadcast Engineers who bring our 
Sunday service to folks far and wide? No prior knowledge necessary, training will 
be provided, and you can shadow someone until you are comfortable going solo. 
Interested? Speak to Mother Nancy or the real techies, Robin Rouleau, Stephanie 
Everts, or Mason Strong. 
 
Getting Into the Christmas Spirit! 
Many folks joined the Cemetery Perpetual Care (CPC) team to help place 
Christmas wreaths on the gravesites of loved ones. Thank you to everyone who 
showed up … especially those willing to climb up and down the hill! Many hands 
made for lighter work. 
 


